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 Overall Motor Vehicle Crash Facts, 2011 

 Vehicle and Behavioral Topics of Interest 

 NCSA Data Dissemination 
 NCSA Publications 
 Data Retrieval from NCSA Sources 





 Fatalities 
 32,367 fatalities in 2011 
 Lowest number of fatalities since 1949 
 10-year change: 25% decrease from 43,005 in 2002 
 5-year change: 22% decrease from 41,259 in 2007 
 

 Fatality Rate 
 1.10 fatalities per 100M VMT 
 Down from 1.11 in 2010 
 10-year change: 27% decrease from 1.51 in 2002 
 5-year change: 19% decrease from 1.36 in 2007 
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Description 2010 2011 Change % Change 
 Total* 32,999 32,367 -632 -1.9% 

Occupants and Motorcyclists Killed  
 Passenger Vehicles 22,273 21,253 -1,020 -4.6% 
       Passenger Cars 12,491 11,981 -510 -4.1% 
       Light Trucks 9,782 9,272 -510 -5.2% 
 Large Trucks 530 635 +105 +20% 
 Motorcycles 4,518 4,612 +94 +2.1% 

Nonoccupants Killed 
 Pedestrians 4,302 4,432 +130 +3.0% 
 Pedalcyclists 623 677 +54 +8.7% 
 Other/Unknown 185 198 +13 --- 
Source: FARS 2010 [Final], 2011 Annual Report File [ARF] 
* Total includes occupants of buses and other/unknown vehicles not shown in table 



 People Injured  
 2,217,000 people injured in 2011 
 10-year change: 24% decrease from 2,926,000 in 2002 
 5-year change: 11% decrease from 2,491,000 in 2007  

 Injury Rate 
 76 injured people per 100M VMT 
 Up from 75 in 2010 (non-significant) 
 10-year change: 25% decrease from 102 in 2002  
 5-year change: 7% decrease from 82  in 2007 
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Description 2010 2011 Change % Change 

 Total* 2,239,000 2,217,000 -22,000 -1.0% 
Occupants and Motorcyclists Injured  

 Passenger Vehicles 1,986,000 1,968,000 -18,000 -0.9% 
       Passenger Cars 1,253,000 1,240,000 -13,000 -1.0% 
       Light Trucks 733,000 728,000 -5,000 -0.7% 
 Large Trucks 20,000 23,000 +3,000 +15% 
 Motorcycles 82,000 81,000 -1,000 -1.2% 

Nonoccupants Injured 
 Pedestrians 70,000 69,000 -1,000 -1.4% 
 Pedalcyclists 52,000 48,000 -4,000 -7.7% 
 Other/Unknown 8,000 9,000 +1,000 --- 
Source: NASS GES 2010, 2011 Annual Files 
* Total includes occupants of buses and other/unknown vehicles not shown in table 





Description 2010 2011 Change % Change 

 Total Fatalities 32,999 32,367 -632 -1.9% 
 A-I Driving Fatalities 10,136 9,878 -258 -2.5% 

Alcohol-Impaired Drivers in Fatal Crashes by Vehicle Type  
 Passenger Car 4,164   4,114 -50 -1.2%  
 Light Truck – Van 286  258 -28 -9.8% 
 Light Truck – Utility  1,423 1,404 -19 -1.3% 
 Light Truck – Pickup 2,041  1,882 -159 -7.8% 
 Motorcycles 1,280  1,390 +110 +8.6% 
 Large Truck 51 43 -8 -1.2% 
Source: FARS 2010, FARS ARF 2011 

Alcohol-Impaired driving crashes involve at least one driver with a blood 
alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or greater. 



 9,878 fatalities in A-I driving crashes 
 3,125 in crashes with highest BAC .08-.14 
 6,753 in crashes with highest BAC .15+ 

 1,559 (35%) pedestrians killed had a BAC of .08+  

 1,219 fatalities in crashes involving 16- to 20-year-
old drivers with BACs of .01+ 
 979 fatalities were in crashes involving a driver with 

a BAC of .08+ 



 Fatalities in crashes involving large trucks increased 
1.9% from 2010 to 2011 (3,686 to 3,757) 
 20% increase in large-truck occupants killed (530 to 635) 
 19% increase in nonoccupants killed (359 to 427) 
 3.6% decrease in fatalities of occupants of other vehicles 

(2,797 to 2,695) 
 

 Of the large-truck occupants killed in 2011: 
 403 in single-vehicle crashes 
 547 were the large-truck drivers 
 251 were not restrained 





 Fatalities in distraction-affected crashes 
increased by 1.9% from 2010 to 2011, from 3,267 
to 3,331 

 People injured in distraction-affected crashes 
decreased by 7% over the year 

 348 of the 3,272 drivers <20 in fatal crashes were 
distracted 

 In 2011, 495 nonoccupants were killed in 
distraction-affected crashes 



 Young drivers involved in 
fatal crashes decreased 
from 2010 to 2011 by 6% 

 Young drivers killed 
increased in 2011 by 1% 
over 2010 

 10% of all drivers involved in fatal crashes were 
between 15 and 20; 13% of drivers in all police-
reported crashes were between 15 and 20. 

 Young drivers account for 6.2% of all licensed drivers 



 Each of first three quarters of 2012 are higher 
than respective quarter of previous year 

 An estimated 25,580 people died in the first 9 
months of 2012, a 7.1% increase over the first 9 
months of 2011 

 Fatality rate for first 9 months of 2012 is 
estimated at 1.16 compared to 1.09 for first 9 
months of 2011 
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 FARS Data 
 Years of Data 
 State level 
 County Level 
▪ Counts 
▪ Rates (per population and VMT) 

 Color-Coded Maps for Comparing Counties 

 Google Crash Location in Maps 



 State Traffic Performance (Core Outcome) 
Measures 
 Traffic Fatalities – rural/urban 
 Fatalities per 100M vehicle miles driven – rural/urban 
 Passenger vehicle occupant fatalities by restraint use 
 Alcohol-Impaired driving fatalities (BAC .08+) 
 Speeding-related fatalities 
 Motorcyclist fatalities by helmet use 
 Drivers involved in fatal crashes by age 
 Pedestrian fatalities 



















 Web Site Links 
 www.nhtsa.gov  DATA 
 www.nhtsa.gov/NCSA 
 

 Phone 
 1-800-934-8517 
 

 E-mail 
 Umesh.Shankar@dot.gov 
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